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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 05845 171430Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

067147 171822Z/45 

R 171410Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7906 

SECRET TUNIS 5845 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR TS OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING OF TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT ON SECRETARY'S 
MIDDLE EAST TRIP 

REF: SECTO 8170 

1 . IN ABSENCE OF ABROAD OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY, 

I BRIEFED ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER BRAHIM TURKI AUGUST 17 
ON SECRETARY'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP. TURKI SAID BRIEFING 
WILL BE PASSED ALONG IN FULL DETAIL TO PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA. HE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED THAT PRESIDENT 
BE MADE AWARE OF OUR VIEWS REGARDING PLO ACCEPTANCE 
OF RESOLUTION 242. TURKI SAID THAT IT WAS HIS HOPE 
THAT TUNISIA WOULD BE ABLE TO PLAY USEFUL ROLE WITH PLO. 

2. COMMENT: IT WAS CLEAR FROM CONVERSATION BOURGUIBA WILL TAKE 
A PERSONAL INTEREST IN CONVINCING PLO LEADERSHIP TO TAKE 
NECESSARY ACTION TO OPEN WAY FOR DIRECT CONTACT 

BETWEEN PLO AND USG. 
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